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NATIONAL ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE STRATEGY 2.0 TO UPLIFT 

SINGAPORE’S SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC POTENTIAL 

 

Singapore, 4 December 2023 – Singapore’s second National AI Strategy (NAIS 2.0) 

was officially launched today by Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) and Minister for Finance 

Lawrence Wong to address the challenges of our time, and uplift Singapore’s 

collective economic and social potential over the next three to five years. The strategy 

was unveiled at the opening dinner of the inaugural Singapore Conference on AI 

(SCAI), which was attended by over 100 local and overseas AI experts from academia, 

industry, and government. 

 

Singapore’s Renewed National AI Strategy 

 

2. In 2019, Singapore published our first National AI Strategy, outlining plans to 

deepen the use of AI to transform our economy. To demonstrate the usefulness of AI, 

we embarked on national AI projects in areas like Education, Healthcare, and Safety 

& Security. We also invested in enablers to strengthen our AI ecosystem. 

 

3. Since then, we have seen remarkable breakthroughs in AI in the form of new 

products, capabilities, and interactions. AI presents both opportunities and risks for 

Singapore, where our people interact with digital technologies every day. Mastering AI 

will empower our businesses and citizens to harness new job opportunities and create 

new value, unlocking our next frontier of economic growth. However, AI must be 

managed responsibly and sustainably, to guard against potential ill effects or misuse 

that exacerbate existing challenges such as cyber threats and mis/disinformation, so 

that everyone can engage with AI safely and confidently.    

 

4. In this new era of AI, the Singapore Government’s updated NAIS 2.0 outlines 

our ambition and commitment to building a trusted and responsible AI ecosystem, 

driving innovation and growth through AI, and empowering our people and businesses 

to understand and engage with AI. Guided by the vision “AI for the Public Good, for 

Singapore and the World”, NAIS 2.0 focuses on two key goals: 

 

i) Excellence: Singapore will selectively develop peaks of excellence in AI, to 

advance the field and maximise value creation. We intend to direct AI 

towards addressing the needs and challenges of our time, such as in areas 

of global importance like population health and climate change. 
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ii) Empowerment: Singapore will raise up individuals, businesses, and 

communities to use AI with confidence, discernment, and trust. We intend 

for AI to be the great equaliser, which equips our people and businesses 

with the capabilities and resources to thrive in an AI-enabled future. 

 

5. Guided by these goals, Singapore will direct efforts under NAIS 2.0 toward 

three systems, working through 10 enablers: 

 

SYSTEM 1: ACTIVITY DRIVERS 

Enablers Strategy 

(a) Industry Industry, Government, and public research 

performers have deep technical capabilities in AI 

that can be applied to deliver value.  

We will orchestrate them around meaningful use 

cases and problem statements to transform our 

economy and society, steering our efforts toward 

developing select peaks of excellence that can 

deliver outsized impact to Singapore and the lives 

of Singaporeans.  

 

(b) Government 

(c) Research 

SYSTEM 2: PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES 

(d) Talent Tight-knit knowledge communities are critical to AI 

innovation, driving the exchange of ideas and 

expertise for research and product development, 

and the impactful use of AI.  

We will attract more top-tier researchers and 

engineers to work with and from Singapore, grow 

the pool of tech workforce charged with scaling 

novel AI solutions, and nurture a confident AI user 

base of enterprises and workers. 

(e) Capabilities 

(f) Placemaking 

SYSTEM 3: INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 

(g) Compute Successful AI value creation requires robust and 

conducive infrastructure and a facilitative 
(h) Data 
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(i) Trusted Environment environment, where all stages of the AI life cycle 

are well-supported and everything works the way it 

should.  

We will avail compute and data for AI innovation, 

provide a trusted environment where our people 

can engage with AI with confidence, and contribute 

to international AI developments, including through 

shaping the rules of the road in an inclusive and 

pragmatic way.  

(j) 
Leader in Thought and 

Action 

 

6. NAIS 2.0 outlines 15 Actions that Singapore will undertake across these 

systems and enablers, to support our ambitions in AI over the next three to five years. 

We will continually review these Actions to respond to fast-moving developments in 

AI, across domains. For the full NAIS 2.0 strategy statement, please visit: 

go.gov.sg/sgnationalaistrategy. 

 

Launch of Inaugural Singapore Conference on AI  

 

7. The rapid advancement of AI has the potential to revolutionise industries and 

enhance our quality of life, transforming the way we live and work. However, there are 

many potential pitfalls in future AI development and deployment that may constrain 

our ability to harness the technology, e.g., accuracy, bias, and resource-efficiency. 

The ubiquity of AI technologies will also require drawing on multiple domains of 

expertise, to ensure AI can be unleashed for the benefit of societies. 

 

8. To overcome these challenges, the Ministry of Communications and 

Information (MCI) and Smart Nation Group, in partnership with Topos Institute, are 

organising the inaugural SCAI from 4 to 6 December 2023. The conference, themed 

“For the Global Good”, aims to bring together over 40 distinguished experts from 

various fields of academia, industry, and government to identify the critical questions 

of AI, that, if answered, will enable AI to truly be developed and deployed for the global 

good. 

 

9. The conference will focus on articulating these critical questions - including the 

importance and actionability of these challenges, as well as how to measure progress 

in addressing them. It is our hope that the development of these SCAI Questions will 

inspire global talent and focus the world’s attention on tackling these critical questions 
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of AI. On 6 December, SCAI delegates will hold a press conference to announce the 

SCAI Questions.  

 

10. For the full programme and list of participants at SCAI, please visit: scai.gov.sg. 

 

 

Jointly issued by Ministry of Communications and Information, and Smart Nation 

Group 

 

For media enquiries, please contact: 

Cristiano Peswani (Mr) 

Manager, Communications and Engagement Division 

Smart Nation Group  

Tel: 9674 5524 

Email: cristiano_peswani@pmo.gov.sg 

 

About Ministry of Communications and Information 

The Ministry of Communications and Information (MCI) oversees the development of 

the infocomm technology, cyber security, and media sectors; the national library, 

national archives and public libraries; as well as the Government’s information and 

public communication policies. MCI’s mission is to engage hearts and minds to 

achieve a thriving digital future for all. 

 

About Smart Nation Group 

The Smart Nation Group, part of the Prime Minister’s Office and administered by the 

Ministry of Communications and Information (MCI), plays a multifaceted role in guiding 

Singapore's digital transformation and leading the development of Smart Nation 

strategies. In addition to driving the digitalisation of government services, the group 

oversees the development and application of digital technologies and capabilities 

across Singapore. It also promotes digital inclusivity, while regulating data and online 

activities, and strengthening digital security. Through its comprehensive approach, the 

group strives to create a digitally empowered and inclusive society, positioning 

Singapore as a global leader in the digital era. 
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ANNEX A 

PROGRAMME FOR SCAI (4-6 DECEMBER 2023) 

 

Day 1: 4 December (Monday) 

9.30 am Opening remarks by Minister for Communications and 
Information and Minister-in-charge of Smart Nation and 
Cybersecurity Mrs Josephine Teo 
 

Full day Discussions with delegates on definitions of AI and global good. 
 

7.30 pm Opening remarks by DPM Wong at the opening dinner to 
officially launch NAIS 2.0 and SCAI. 
 

Day 2: 5 December (Tuesday) 

Full day Discussions and deliberations on the most pressing challenges 
of the development and deployment of AI. 
 

Day 3: 6 December (Wednesday) 

4:00 pm Press conference to announce the most pressing challenges of 
the development and deployment of AI.  
 
The press conference will be helmed by Senior Minister of State 
(SMS), Ministry of Communications and Information, and 
Minister-in-charge of GovTech Dr Janil Puthucheary, and select 
SCAI delegates. 
 

6:30 pm Closing reception hosted by SMS Janil.  
 

 


