From: Tom Burgis

Date: 20 October 2024 at 2:56:16 PM SGT

To: Li Lin CHANG (PMO)

cc: Siu Hong YUEN (MFA); PMO Hsien Loong LEE (PMO), singhc lon@mfa.sg, media@pap.org.sg
Subject: Media enquiry - Guardian request for comment on Lee Hsien Yang

Dear all

I’'m a journalist at the Guardian, based in the UK. I’'m writing because we are considering for publication
a story about political repression in Singapore.

Specifically, we are considering reporting that the UK has granted political asylum to Lee Hsien Yang.
This indicates that the UK considers credible his allegations that the government of Singapore, presided
over by his brother Lee Hsien Loong, had been conducting a campaign of persecution against him.

These are matters of considerable public interest, not least because they involve the basic rights of
Singaporeans at home and abroad, and Singapore’s relations with the UK.

Based on our information, we are considering reporting that:

1. Lee Hsien Yang and his wife, Lee Suet Fern, have been granted asylum in the UK.
2. He and his family have been the victim of a campaign of persecution by the Singaporean government.
3. This campaign has been overseen by the ruling PAP and Lee Hsien Loong, both while he was prime
minister and in his current role as senior minister, in which capacity he retains significant influence in
Singapore.
4. Lee Hsien Yang and his family have been targeted by the Singaporean government because of his
outspoken criticism of the PAP and of Lee Hsien Loong. The PAP and the Singaporean government view
Lee Hsien Yang as a credible political threat in Singapore, owing to his status as the son of Lee Kwan
Yew.
5. The campaign of persecution has included:

a) the baseless criminal prosecution of Lee Hsien Yang and his eldest son Li Shengwu between 2017
and 2020

b) baseless professional disciplinary proceedings against Lee Hsien Yang's wife Lee Suet Fern regarding
her conduct as a lawyer

c) unfounded attacks on the character and conduct of Lee Hsien Yang and Lee Suet Fern, initially
under cover of parliamentary privilege, in 2017 and 2023

d) unfounded defamation and related actions against Lee Hsien Yang in connection with
political commentary he has made on social media, in 2023

e) a baseless and politically motivated investigation for criminal perjury that began in 2022 and is
ongoing.
6. Lee Hsien Yang and his family have been subjected to physical and cyber surveillance by the
Singaporean authorities, both inside the country and abroad.
7. That the UK has granted Lee Hsien Yang's claim for asylum indicates that these allegations of
persecution are regarded as credible.
8. This adds to allegations by human rights groups that the rulers of Singapore do not tolerate dissent,
and use means including a pliant legal system to intimidate their critics.
9. Further, it is alleged that Singapore plays a major role in facilitating transnational corruption and
money-laundering, belying the reputation for probity that it seeks to maintain.
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10. The benefits of Singapore's economic growth have been concentrated in the hands of the PAP
leaders and their allies.

As fair and responsible journalists we would like to give you an opportunity to provide a response to our
information, which we have outlined above in numbered points. We will take into account and carefully
consider anything you say.

Please provide us with your response by email to ||| || | | | RN oy no later than 5pm Singapore
time on Monday October 21. If we do not hear from you, we shall proceed on the basis that you do not
dispute the accuracy of the points listed above and you are declining the opportunity to comment.
However, we hope that you will take this opportunity to do so.

Regards
Tom
Tom Burgis

Investigations correspondent
Guardian News & Media



